
Welcome to the November edition of the
LOHS Paw Print! 

9 YR. OLD | MALE, SHIH TZU
AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION

BLIND, BUT A BOLD EXPLORER!

DIRECTOR’S CUTDIRECTOR’S CUT

-Your LOHS Team

LOHSPETS.ORG

As we head into Thanksgiving, we’re grateful for your
support and excited to share some important updates
before the holiday! Inside, you’ll find our upcoming
events; holiday giving opportunities (including Giving
Tuesday matches!); an introduction to our coalition,
Central GA PAWS; and a couple of quick reminders for
our volunteers.
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RASCAL
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BY: DIANE ROBINSON

With Thanksgiving and the holiday season beginning—and a new year right
around the corner—I’ve been reflecting on everything LOHS has seen and
accomplished this year. I am thankful for all the ups and downs. The “ups” show us
what we’re doing well, reassure us that we’re on the right path, and give us the
strength to keep working toward a more humane world with the knowledge that
we are making a difference. The “downs” offer lessons that help us grow, improve,
and strengthen our mission.

A  SEASON  OF  GRATITUDE  AND  GROWTHA  S E A S O N  O F  G R A T I T U D E  A N D  G R O W T H

(CONTINUED ON
NEXT PAGE →)



PAGE 2

A  SPECIAL  THANK  YOU  NOTE  FROMA  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U  N O T E  F R O M

DREAMADREAMA
I want to express my deepest gratitude to three amazing
volunteers who have covered for me during my medical leave:
Joy Warner, Cheryl Mahony, and Cydnie Senf. 

Your unwavering dedication and commitment ensured that all
our animals received the love, care, and attention they
deserve. Knowing the shelter was in such capable hands
allowed me to focus fully on my recovery.

A special thank you to my incredible coworker, Molly
Rowland! She went above and beyond, gracefully managing
extra responsibilities and keeping everything running
smoothly in my absence. Her support meant the world to me.

I missed you all, and it’s truly wonderful to be back with our
shelter family.

Thank you to our incredible staff and volunteers who work tirelessly to care for the
animals and help them find loving families; to our Board of Directors for their
unwavering support; and to our donors and community members whose
generosity keeps our mission moving forward. LOHS is the organization it is
because of you.

Wishing you a warm, joyful holiday season, and heartfelt gratitude for being
part of our work.

One of our greatest achievements this year has been the creation of our new
Shelter Medicine Program. Through this effort, we increased the number of low-
cost spay and neuter surgeries by more than 1,000 animals over 2024—double the
number from 2023. I am so thankful for everyone who helped make this possible.
The dedication and expertise of the shelter medicine team and our low-cost clinic
partners have truly transformed what we are able to offer our community.



UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

PAGE 3

22
DEC

55
DEC

66
DEC

77
DEC

@ Greene County High School

@The Burch x Boathouse

Donation match opportunities
from now to December 2!

RSVPs are needed!

ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES →

visit lohspets.org/events for more info

GIVING TUESDAY

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
HOLIDAY PARTY

FREE VACCINE CLINIC

HOLIDAY MARKET &
ADOPTION EVENT

https://lohspets.org/events/
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https://lohspets.org/donate/


The party is potluck style!

There will be a sign-up sheet at
the Volunteer Table in the office
for you to sign up for whatever

dish you’d like to bring. 

Our Volunteer Appreciation Holiday Party will be on
Friday, December 5 from 5:30 - 7:30 PM.

To RSVP, please email Spencer at
spencer@lohspets.org. 

You can let Spencer know if you are a
Reynolds resident, so we don't have to
add your name to the gate list. 

The address will be sent to attendees.
Please plan on parking along the street
at the top of the driveway. 

The party will be at Barbara and John’s
house, which is located in Reynolds.

MAKE SURE TO RSVP!

BRING A POTLUCK ITEM!

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
HOLIDAY PARTY
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CENTRAL GA PAWSCENTRAL GA PAWS

At first, these meetings were simply a chance to connect and lift each other up.
But as we listened and learned from one another, it became clear that together,
we could create real, lasting change.

From this shared belief, our coalition, Central GA PAWS
(Partnership for Animal Welfare Services) was born.

With the support of Central GA PAWS, LOHS was able to secure a grant that will
provide free vaccinations for 300 pets belonging to low-income families. The
Humane Society of Morgan County also received microchips to help pets stay
safe and find their way home if ever lost. These resources are more than
supplies – they represent peace of mind for families and healthier, happier lives
for their beloved animals.

Our first vaccination clinic was held on October 18 at the Union Point Fire Station,
where 79 pets were welcomed with care, kindness, and a helping hand. Our next
clinic will be held on December 6, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Greene County
High School, and we look forward to supporting even more families!

INTRODUCING. . .I N T R O D U C I N G . . .
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Over the past few years, LOHS and several rescue and shelter organizations in our
region have come together with one shared hope: to make life better for the
animals and families in our community. 

What began as simple conversations – about our work, our challenges, and our
dreams – quickly grew into something much more meaningful. Our founding
group included Circle of Friends Animal Society, the Humane Society of Morgan
County, and our municipal partners from Greene County, Greensboro, Union Point,
Sparta, and Putnam County. Recently, we were delighted to welcome Baldwin
County under its new leadership.



LOHS HONORED FOR 2025 WORKLOHS HONORED FOR 2025 WORK

In the past few months, Lake Oconee Humane Society has been the
fortunate recipient of several grants which recognize and celebrate the
contributions we are making to the lives of animals and families in our
community. We are so grateful for the support of the following organizations:

From the Pedigree Foundation, LOHS was
selected to receive the Foster 50 Pathfinder
Award of $5000, which is given to two animal
welfare organizations nationally for a total
program overhaul and a relentless drive to
keep improving their animal fostering
program. Many thanks to all our new cat and
dog foster caregiver families who stepped
up to join our foster program this summer.
They have also chosen to feature Bear’s
adoption journey in their social outreach in
the coming months.

Puppies and Golf has awarded us $7000
and the designation of their December
Shelter of the Month. They will be posting
weekly in December about our successful
programs and progress in 2025. They have
been a great friend to us in the past
several years.
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pedigreefoundation.org

puppiesandgolf.org (CONTINUED ON
NEXT PAGE →)

https://www.pedigreefoundation.org/
https://www.puppiesandgolf.org/


And lastly, we have been selected for a matching $2000 grant from the
United Spay Alliance to support our spay/neuter of community cats
and TNVR program.To meet the match, we are conducting a series of
fundraising Kitten Yoga events and asking for donations from all our
friends who care for community cats and the colonies in our area.
Please visit our donation page if you would like to help us receive this
matching grant.
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As you know, all the programs at Lake Oconee Humane Society
are costly to operate. We can’t make ends meet without the
help of our generous donors and funding grants like those
listed above. To everyone and each organization, we say
THANK YOU!

Fix Georgia Pets has again generously
funded us $5600 for our low-cost
spay/neuter programs. Thank you to the
folks who purchased FGP raffle tickets for
the Paul McCartney concert in October. Fix
Georgia Pets and the Georgia Pet
Foundation are wonderful resources for
many Georgia shelters and are helped by
your purchase of specialty license plates
available at Greensboro Town Hall and
other county tax offices. Purchase a specialty

license plate at
buyatagsavealife.org

fixgeorgiapets.org

unitedspayalliance.org

https://www.paypal.com/donate?campaign_id=CY3XFK63PDEGS
https://fixgeorgiapets.org/
https://www.unitedspayalliance.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS

If you have any volunteer shout outs or 'thank yous',
you can grab a paw post-it from Spencer's desk and
post them here. 

VICTOUCH & THE VOLUNTEER BOARDVICTOUCH & THE VOLUNTEER BOARD

REMEMBER TO SIGN IN!

Now that we're using Vicnet,
don't forget to sign in and
out of your volunteer shifts
at the VicTouch station
below the new Volunteer
Bulletin Board! 

Above the VicTouch sign in station, you'll find a new Volunteer
board full of great info. 

SUNSHINE CORNER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Here you'll find any miscellaneous announcements about
LOHS or our furry friends! 

Lists any of our volunteer opportunities that are coming up,
as well as how many people are needed.
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Volume Partners
135

Owned
50

Community
43

TNR
34

LOHS
24

Type of Food
Amount 
(in lbs.)

Dog Food 2,973

Cat Food 327

OCT
2025

FROM
DATA

Pet Food Distribution

Spay &
Neuter
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9 cats and 12 dogs found their forever homes in October!

So far, this year, we’ve celebrated adoptions for
95 cats and 101 dogs. 

Our Shelter Med team and volunteers
have worked to alter 1274 cats
and 484 dogs so far this year!

 

We’ve taken in 145 animals transferred from our partner
organizations and have rescued 99 surrendered pets. 

ADOPTIONSADOPTIONS

COMMUNITY PROGRAMSCOMMUNITY PROGRAMS



At LOHS, we are deeply grateful for the thoughtful donations made in honor and in
memory of loved ones, cherished companions, and members of our community.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Greg Keller for his gift in honor of Jan & George
Burttram and their beloved Grits. We are also grateful to Richard Fischhof for his
donation in memory of Diane Robison’s mother, and to Andrea Wuori for her
thoughtful gift in memory of Bogey, beloved dog of Jill & Alan Rabb.

We offer warm thanks to Tracie Beal for her donation in honor of Missy. Special
thanks as well to Scott & Lisa Mathes for their gift in honor of sweet Maya.

We are deeply appreciative of Wanda & Jim Dees for their donation in memory of
Rowland Jones, beloved husband of Charlene.

We also extend heartfelt thanks to Kim Binder & David Hallman in memory of
Jack Faerie, beloved pet of Kate & Dustin Crenshaw; to Robert Dickson in
memory of Pixie, sweet pet of Naleia Alexander; to Penny & Mark Davis for their
gifts in memory of Coco, cherished dog of Ann & Mike Marino, and Crash,
beloved dog of Diana & Brad Sweetwood; and to Kim & Tommy Smith for their
donation in memory of Missy, beloved pet of Janice Smith.

We also honor the life of Sean Boudreaux with sincere appreciation for the
generous donations made in his memory by Bill Blokzyl, Gail Brincks, William
Brittain, Cynthia Peters, Nicole Aceron, and Sarah Greene.

Finally, we extend our deepest gratitude for the many touching gifts made in
memory of Dr. Mike Herman. With heartfelt appreciation, we thank Alan & Nancy
Kaufman, Glenn Kalick, Phillip & Juanita Groover, Mark & Margaret Bostic, John &
Anne Browne, Jo Harkins, Scott Grimm, Carol Ann Marmon, Wendy & Tim Uba, and
Mark & Sara Kuester.

Your kindness, compassion, and generosity help us continue our work while
honoring the meaningful connections that enrich our community. We appreciate
you so much.

PAGE 13

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS:MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS:



Diane Robinson Executive Director diane@lohspets.org

Dr. Andrew Duncan Director of Shelter Medicine drduncan@lohspets.org

Katie Auchenbach Marketing Director marketing@lohspets.org

Katy Cave-Bigley Vet Assistant, Shelter Medicine sheltermed@lohspets.org

Molly Rowland Animal Care Manager molly@lohspets.org

Spencer Sumner Office Administrator spencer@lohspets.org

Dreama Thomas Cat Manager dreama@lohspets.org

Bri Delos Reyes Animal Care Specialist

Carly Arata Part-Time Animal Care Specialist

LOHS STAFF

Barbara Gniewek | President 
Howard Goldstein | Vice President 

Bob Hartman | Secretary
Jeanne Lehmann | Treasurer 

Kevin Aycock 
Heidi Hausler 
Kristina Johns 

Donna McCollum
Connie Nelson
John Stenson

LOHS BOARD OUR MISSION
LOHS is dedicated to creating a more humane
community by reducing pet homelessness and
helping pets and their caregivers have the best

quality of life available.

OUR VISION
A community where companion animals live in a safe

and loving home and the human/animal bond is
honored by respect and compassion.

OUR VALUES
COMPASSION, INTEGRITY, FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY,

COMPLIANCE TO LAWS, TEAMWORK
We believe no rehabilitatable cat or dog should be abandoned
or unnecessarily euthanized. 
We work to:

Give a second chance to animals that would otherwise be
discarded.
Set standards for responsible pet ownership through public
education.
Help people and their pets stay together when they have
difficulties that are economic, behavioral or medical.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Lake Oconee
Humane Society

@lohspets
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http://facebook.com/LakeOconeeHumaneSociety
http://facebook.com/LakeOconeeHumaneSociety
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c4636675be4eab0dJmltdHM9MTcxNzExMzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0xODk5NmZkMS1hYTQ1LTY3MjktMDZlNi03YmM5YWI5MzY2MzgmaW5zaWQ9NTIxNw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=18996fd1-aa45-6729-06e6-7bc9ab936638&psq=Lake+Oconee+Humane+Society+Instagram&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9sb2hzcGV0cy8&ntb=1

